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Terms and Definitions

The purpose of Az SAFE is to provide the information educators need to maintain and improve the safety
of their schools. Az SAFE provides a standardized system for accurately tracking, managing and
reporting school safety and disciplinary incident data.

Definitions

Incident: An event that occurs on school grounds or at a school-sponsored event that disrupts the orderly
functioning of a school or classroom. Incidents range from minor problem behaviors to criminal acts and
typically result in referral for disciplinary assessment. An incident is described by the violation(s) that
occurred, the people involved, and the date, time, and location of occurrence.

Violation: A violation is a crime or infringement of a law, policy, right, or expectation. Please see
Az SAFE Definitions of Violations Matrix. :

People: People who may be involved in an incident include an offender, victims, witnesses, and
bystanders. These people may be students attending the school, students attending other
schools, school staff, vendors, visitors, or others.

Offender: An individual that commits a violation. An offender can be a student or non-student
and may or may not have a relationship with the school.

An incident can be further described as bias/hate or gang related, and whether there were physical
injuries.

Bias/Hate Related Incidents: An incident is considered bias/hate related when one could reasonably
conclude that it was motivated, in whole or in part, by the perpetrator's bias or attitude against an
individual victim or group based on perceived or actual personal characteristics. Such characteristics
include age, ancestry or ethnicity, disability, economic status, gender, height or weight, immigration or
citizenship status, marital status, race, religion or religious practices, or sexual orientation (Hartwick
College, Campus Life, Student Life, Office of Campus Safety).

Gang: A gang can be described as a group of persons, usually youths, who share a common identity and
who often engage in criminal behavior. In contrast to the criminal behavior of other youths, the activities of
gangs are characterized by some level of organization and continuity over time. There is no consensus
on the exact definition of a gang, however, and scholars have debated whether the definition should
expressly include involvement in crime. Some gangs, but not all, have strong leadership, formalized
rules, and extensive use of common identifying symbols. Many gangs associate themselves with a
particular geographic area or type of crime, and some use graffiti as a form of nonverbal communication
(Britannica Online Encyclopedia).

Gang Related Incident: An incident is considered gang related when an incident occurs where the
participants, suspects or victims, are identified as gang members or affiliates.

Physical Injury: Incidents with injury include those in which one or more students, school personnel, or
other persons on school grounds require professional medical attention. Examples include stab or bullet
wounds, concussions, fractured or broken bones, or cuts requiring stitches. USED Education Data
Exchange Network (EDEN)

Serious Bodily (physical) Injury: A bodily (physical) injury that involves a substantial risk of death;
extreme physical pain; protracted and obvious disfigurement; or protracted loss or impairment of the
function of a bodily member, organ or faculty (18 U.S.C. Section 1365(3)(h)).
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REGULATION

STUDENT DRESS

The District encourages students to take pride in their attire as it relates to the school
setting. Students should dress in a manner that, in addition to the following
guidelines, takes into consideration the educational environment, safety, health, and
welfare of self and others.

e Only tailored shorts and skirts that are hemmed may be worn in grades
kindergarten (K) through twelve (12).

e Bare midriffs, halter tops, and spaghetti straps are not acceptable past the
third grade.

e Bare feet are never acceptable. In the interests of student safety, shoes
must be worn at all times. Closed shoes are to be worn for any type of physical
activity, such as physical education, et cetera.

e Jewelry shall not be worn if it presents a safety hazard to self and/or others.

e Profane or defamatory writing on clothing or jewelry is not acceptable.

¢ No bandannas of any color, size, or shape may be carried or displayed in any
classroom or at any school activity. This also includes simulations of anything

representing "colors."

e No hats may be worn in a classroom, except for properly approved
occupational safety headgear required for special classes.

e Gang-related personalization is not permitted on hats, on items of clothing, or
on one's person.

e Obscene language or symbols, or symbols of drugs, sex, or alcohol on
clothing are expressly prohibited.

Exceptions for special activities or health considerations may be preapproved by the
administrator.

Students who volunteer for extracurricular activities, such as athletics, band, chorus,
et cetera, are subject to the standards of dress as defined by the sponsors of such
activities.



JICA®
STUDENT DRESS

The Board recognizes that each student's mode of dress and grooming is a
manifestation of personal style and individual preference. The Board will not interfere
with the right of students and their parents to make decisions regarding their
appearance except when their choices affect the educational program of the schools
or the health and safety of others.

The Board authorizes the Superintendent to develop and enforce school regulations
prohibiting student dress or grooming practices that:

e Present a hazard to the health or safety of the student or to others in the
school.

e Materially interfere with school work, create disorder, or disrupt the
educational program.

e Cause excessive wear or damage to school property.
e Prevent students from achieving their educational objectives.
e Represent membership in a gang.

Obscene language or symbols, or symbols of sex, drugs, or alcohol on clothing are
expressly prohibited.

Adopted: date of Manual adoption

LEGAL REF.:
AR.S.
15-341

CROSS REF.:
JICF - Secret Societies/Gang Activity
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CARE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY
BY STUDENTS

Each student is expected to take pride in the physical appearance of the school.
Teachers and students should be observant at all times to prevent damage or
destruction of school property. Any marking or marring of school property should be
reported to the office at once.

No student shall damage or deface any property belonging to the District. The type of
discipline that may be imposed for damage to school property by students depends
upon the circumstances. Students may be subject to discipline for willful damage or
destruction of school property.

If any minors engage in conduct that results in damage to District property, the District
may institute formal charges for the purpose of having the court order the minors, or
their parents, to make full or partial restitution to the District in accordance with law.

Adopted: date of Manual adoption

LEGAL REF.:
AR.S.
12-661
15-727
15-842

CROSS REF.:

JKD - Student Suspension

JKE - Expulsion of Students

JQ - Student Fees, Fines, and Charges
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SECRET SOCIETIES / GANG ACTIVITY

Gangs that initiate, advocate, or promote activities that threaten the safety or well-
being of persons or property on school grounds or disrupt the school environment are
harmful to the educational process. The use of hand signals, graffiti, or the presence
of any apparel, jewelry, accessory, oOr manner of dress or grooming that, by virtue of
its color, arrangement, trademark, symbol, or any other attribute indicates or implies
membership or affiliation with such a group is prohibited because of the disruption to
educational activities that results from such activities or dress. It is the District's
position that such activities and dress also present a clear and present danger to
other District students and to District staff members.

Any activity involving an initiation, hazing, intimidation, assault, or other activity
related to group affiliation that is likely to cause or does cause bodily danger, physical
harm, or personal degradation or disgrace resulting in physical or mental harm to
students or others is prohibited.

Any student wearing, carrying, or displaying gang paraphernalia and/or exhibiting
behavior or gestures that symbolizeé gang membership, or causing and/or
participating in activities that intimidate or adversely affect the educational activities of
another student, or the orderly operation of the schools, shall be subject to
disciplinary action.

Adopted: date of Manual adoption
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REGULATION

SECRET SOCIETIES / GANG ACTIVITY

For the purpose of District policy, a gang is a group of three (3) or more people who:

Interact together to the exclusion of others;

Claim a territory or area,

Have a name;

Have rivals/enemies; and

e Exhibit antisocial behavior - often associated with crime or a threat to the
community.

The type of dress, apparel, activities, acts, behavior or manner, ofr grooming
displayed, reflected, or participated in by the student shall not:

e Lead school officials to believe that such behavior, apparel, activities, acts, or
other attributes are gang related or would disrupt or interfere with the school
environment or activity and/or educational objectives;

e Present a physical safety hazard to self, students, staff members, or other
employees.

e Create an atmosphere in which the well-being of a student, staff member, or
other person is hindered by undue pressure, behavior, intimidation, overt
gesture, or threat of violence; or

e Imply gang membership or affiliation by written communication, marks,
drawing, painting, design, or emblem upon any school or personal property or
on one's person.

If the student's dress is in violation of this regulation or a District policy, the principal
will ask the student to make the appropriate correction. If the student refuses, the
parent/guardian may be notified and asked to make the necessary correction. The
principal will take appropriate corrective and disciplinary action.



JICFA©®
HAZING

There shall be no hazing, solicitation to engage in hazing, or aiding and abetting
another who is engaged in hazing of any person enrolled, accepted for or promoted to
enrollment, or intending to enroll or be promoted to District schools within twelve (12)
calendar months. For purposes of this policy a person as specified above shall be
considered a "student" until graduation, transfer, promotion or withdrawal from the
District school.

"Hazing" means any intentional, knowing or reckless act committed by a student,
whether individually or in concert with other persons, against another student, and in
which both of the following apply:

e The act was committed in connection with an initiation into, an affiliation with,
or the maintenance of membership in any organization that is affiliated with an
education institution.

e The act contributes to a substantial risk of potential physical injury, mental
harm or degradation, or causes physical injury, mental harm or personal
degradation.

"Organization" means an athletic team, association, order, society, corps,
cooperative, club, or similar group that is affiliated with an educational institution and
whose membership consists primarily of students enrolled at that educational
institution.

It is no defense to a violation of this policy if the victim consented or acquiesced to
hazing.

In accord with statute, violations of this policy do not include either of the following:

e Customary athletic events, contests or competitions that are sponsored by an
educational institution.

e Any activity or conduct that furthers the goals of a legitimate educational
curriculum, a legitimate extracurricular program, or a legitimate military training
program.

All students, teachers and staff shall take reasonable measures within the scope of
their individual authority to prevent violations of this policy.

Students and others may report hazing to any professional staff member.

Professional staff members must report the incident to the school administrator or
next higher administrative supervisor, in writing, with such details as may have been
provided. A failure by a staff member to timely inform the school administrator or next
higher administrative supervisor of a hazing allegation or their observation of an
incident of hazing may subject the staff member to disciplinary action in accord with
District policies. The staff member shall preserve the confidentiality of those involved,



disclosing the incident only to the appropriate school administrator or next higher
administrative supervisor or as otherwise required by law. Any instance of reported
or observed hazing which includes possible child abuse or violations of statutes
known to the staff member shall be treated in accord with statutory requirements and
be reported to a law enforcement agency.

To assure that students and staff are aware of its content and intent, a notice of this
policy and procedure shall be posted conspicuously in each school building and shall
be made a part of the rights and responsibilities section of the student handbook.
Forms for submitting complaints are to be available to students and staff in the school
offices.

Disposition of all reports/complaints shall be reported to the Superintendent. The
Superintendent will determine if the policies of the District have been appropriately
implemented and will make such reports and/or referrals to the Board as may be
necessary.

All violations of this policy shall be treated in accord with the appropriate procedures
and penalties provided for in District policies related to the conduct and discipline of
students, staff, and others.

Adopted: date of Manual adoption

LEGAL REF.:
AR.S.

15-341
15-2301

CROSS REF.:

GBEB - Staff Conduct

JIC - Student Conduct

JII - Student Concerns, Complaints and Grievances
JK - Student Discipline

JKD - Student Suspension

JKE - Student Expulsion

JICF - Secret Societies / Gang Activities

KFA - Public Conduct on School Property



JICG®
TOBACCO USE BY STUDENTS

The possession or use of tobacco products, tobacco substitutes, electronic cigarettes,
other chemical inhalation devices, or vapor products is prohibited in the following
locations:

e School grounds.

School buildings.

School parking lots.

School playing fields.

School buses and other District vehicles.

®

e Off-campus school-sponsored events.

The Superintendent may establish procedures necessary to implement this policy.
Disciplinary penalties for the possession or use of tobacco or similar products
(including any inhaled tobacco substitute) may include, but are not limited to,
suspension of the student from school or a recommendation for expulsion when there
is evidence of repeated and continuous violation of this policy.

Under the provisions of A.R.S. 36-798.03, a person who violates the prohibition is
guilty of committing a petty offense.

Adopted: date of Manual adoption

LEGAL REF.:
AR.S.

13-3622
15-341
36-798.03

20 U.S.C. 6083

CROSS REF.:
GBED - Smoking by Staff Members
KFAA - Smoking on School Premises at Public Functions
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DRUG AND ALCOHOL
USE BY STUDENTS

Students on school property or at school events shall not knowingly breathe, inhale or
drink a vapor-releasing substance containing a toxic substance, nor shall a student
sell, transfer or offer to sell or transfer a vapor-releasing substance containing a toxic
substance.

The nonmedical use, possession, distribution or sale of

alcohol,

e drugs,

synthetic drugs,

counterfeit drugs, or

imitation drugs,

on school property or at school events is prohibited. Nonmedical is defined as "a
purpose other than the prevention, treatment, or cure of an illness or disabling
condition" consistent with accepted practices of the medical profession.

Students in violation of the provisions of the above paragraph shall be subject to
removal from school property and shall be subject to prosecution in accordance with
the provisions of the law.
Students attending school in the District who are in violation of the provisions of this
policy shall be subject to disciplinary actions in accordance with the provisions of
school rules and/or regulations.
For purposes of this policy, "drugs" shall include, but not be limited to:

¢ All dangerous controlled substances prohibited by law.

e All alcoholic beverages.

e Any prescription or over-the-counter drug, except those for which permission
to use in school has been granted pursuant to Board policy.

e Hallucinogenic substances.
e Inhalants.
e Synthetic, counterfeit or imitation drugs.

s A compound or substance, regardless of its contents, compound or
substance, that produces in the user an experience, effect and/or display
of effects that mimic the experience, effect and/or display of effects



produced by substances controlled or prohibited by law, or that is
represented as producing in the user such experiences or effects.

Medical Marijuana

The conditions which follow are applicable to a District student who holds an
identification as a medical marijuana cardholder issued by the Arizona Department of
Health Services for the medical use of marijuana as set out in the Arizona Revised
Statutes (A.R.S.).

The District will not refuse to enroll a student or otherwise penalize a student for being
a medical marijuana cardholder unless failure to do so would cause the school to lose
a monetary or licensing benefit under federal law or regulations.

A student medical marijuana cardholder shall not possess or engage in the use of
marijuana on District property, in a District vehicle, or at a District-sponsored event.

A student medical marijuana cardholder is subject to, without bias, the same code of
conduct and disciplinary standards applicable to all District students.

If District officials have a reasonable belief a student may be under the influence, in
possession of or distributing medical marijuana in @ manner not authorized by the
medical marijuana statutes law enforcement authorities will be informed.

Adopted: date of Manual adoption

LEGAL REF..

AR.S.

4-101

4-241

4-244

13-3401 through 13-3461
15-34
36-2801 et seq., Arizona Medical Marijuana Act

20 U.S.C. 7101 et seq., Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act

93}

CROSS REF.:
JLC - Student Health Services and Requirements
JLCD - Administering Medicines to Students



JICI®
WEAPONS IN SCHOOL

No student shall carry or possess a weapon or simulated weapon on school premises
without authorization by a school administrator. The Superintendent shall prescribe
regulations for student possession of bows or firearms on District property for the
purpose of the student's participation in a course of training in bows or firearms
approved by the Governing Board and as authorized by Arizona Revised Statutes
(AR.S.) 15-713, 15-714, and 15-714.01. No student shall use or threaten to use a
weapon or simulated weapon to disrupt any activity of the District.

Any employee who observes any person in possession of a weapon or simulated
weapon on school premises shall immediately report the matter to the school
administrator. A school administrator who observes or receives a report of a student
possessing a weapon on school premises shall immediately take appropriate safety
and disciplinary actions in accordance with District policies and shall immediately
report a violation of this policy to a peace officer, pursuant to A.R.S. 15-515, if the
weapon is a deadly weapon or the student is a minor in possession of a firearm.

A student who violates this policy by carrying or possessing a firearm shall be placed
in an alternative education program for a period of not less than one (1) year,
suspended for a period of not less than one (1) year, or expelled and not be
readmitted within a one (1)-year period, if ever. The Governing Board, in its sole
discretion, may modify the one (1)-year duration of such disciplinary action on a case-
by-case basis.

A student who violates this policy by any means other than carrying or possessing a
firearm shall be subject to disciplinary action, including but not limited to expulsion.
Disciplinary action against a student with one (1) or more disabilities shall be applied
on a case-by-case basis in accordance with District policies and state and federal
special education laws.
For the purposes of this policy:
A. Weapon means any of the following:

1. Afirearm.

2. AKknife.

3. A destructive device.

4. A dangerous instrument.

B. Simulated weapon means an instrument displayed or represented as a
weapon.

C. Firearm means any of the following:



1. Any loaded or unloaded gun that will, that is designed to, or that may
readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive.

2. The frame or receiver of any such firearm.
3. Any firearm muffler or silencer.

4. Any explosive, incendiary, poison gas, bomb, grenade, rocket having a
propellant charge of more than four (4) ounces, missile having an
explosive charge of more than one-fourth (1/4) ounce, mine, or
similar device.

5. Any combination of parts that could be readily assembled to form a
firearm.

D. Destructive device means:

1. Any device other than a firearm that will, or is designed to, or may be
readily converted to expel a projectile by any means of propulsion, such
as a BB/pellet gun, slingshot, bow, or crossbow.

2. Any collection of parts that could be readily assembled to form a
destructive device.

E. Dangerous instrument means anything other than a firearm, knife, or
destructive device that is carried or possessed by a student for the purpose of
being used or being available for use to cause death or inflict serious physical

injury.

F. School premises means the school, school grounds, school buses, or any
premises, grounds, or vehicles used for school purposes and includes premises
where school-sponsored events (for example, athletic games and competitions,
music competitions, et cetera) are held away from District property.

G. Deadly weapon means any weapon designed for lethal use, including a
firearm.

The governing board of an educational institution may not adopt or enforce any policy
or rule that prohibits the lawful possession or carrying of a deadly weapon on a public
right-of-way by a person or on or within a person's means of transportation.

"Public right-of-way," A.R.S. 13-2911(k)(5) means any highway, street, road,
thoroughfare, path, alley or other right-of-way that is publicly accessible and that is
established and maintained by this state or a political subdivision of this state. Public
right-of-way does not include property of an educational institution.

Adopted: October 4, 2016

LEGAL REF.:
AR.S.
13-2911



-
w

-310
-311
4
4
15-515

15-713

15-714

15-714.01

15-841

15-843

20 U.S.C. 7151 et seq., The Gun-Free School Act of 1990

N

==Y
w
i

i
(9] ]
w
Y

e
(@]
(€8]
N

CROSS REF.:

JI - Student Rights and Responsibilities
JIC - Student Conduct

JIH - Interrogations, Searches, and Arrests
JK - Student Discipline

JKD - Student Suspension

JKE - Expulsion of Students
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